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1 . ECLA SECRETARIAT WILL SOON ANNOUNCE BY TELEGRAM TO 
COMMISSION MEMBERS THAT WATER CONFERENCE IN SANTIAGO HAS BEEN 
POSTPONED TO OCTOBER 9-13. 

2. INVOLVED ECLA STAFFERS DESCRIBE THE CONFERENCE ITSELF 
AS WELL AS THE COMMISSION’S APPROACH AS LOW KEY. THEY SAY 
COMMISSION'S INTENTIONS FOR THIS CONFERENCE ARE TO CREATE 

A FORUM FOR DISCUSSION RESULTING IN SOME CONCRETE PROPOSALS FOR 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION AS WELL AS A STRUCTURE MODELED AFTER THE 
WATER RESOURCES EFFORTS OF THE EUROPEAN AND ASIAN COMMISSIONS. 
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3. THE SEVEN DISCUSSION SUBJECTS OUTLINED IN ST/CEPAL/CONF 
.63/L.3 ARE DECEPTIVE, IMPLYING, ACCORDING TO ECLA OFFICER, 

A MUCH BROADER SCOPE THAN WILL ACTUALLY BE THE CASE. TOPICS 
ONE AND TWO- WATER FOR IRRIGATION AND POTABLE WATER - ARE 
ESSENTIALLY SUBJECTS FOR FAO AND WHO. LITTLE DISCUSSION 
OF THESE IS EXPECTED. MOST DISCUSSION WILL CENTER 

ON THE CAPABITY OF REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS TO PROMOTE COOPERATIVE 
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EFFORTS (TOPIC THREE); SPECIAL RECOMMENDATIONS (TOPIC FOUR); 
STRENGTHENING ROLE OF ECLA (TOPIC FIVE) AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
(TOPIC SIX). AN ISSUE NOT SPECIFICALLY ON THE AGENDA, BUT ONE 
ECLA EXPECTS WILL BE HOTLY DEBATED, IS AN ANTICIPATED ATTEMPT 
BY THE ARGENTINES TO SECURE A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A PERMANENT 
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCES. SUCH A 
BODY WOULD BE SUPERIOR TO ECLA (AS A SECRETARIAT TO A WATER 
COMMISSION) AND MIGHT BE CONVOKED AT ANY TIME TO DEAL WITH A 
NATIONAL INTEREST ISSUE - E.G. ARGENTINE INTEREST IN THE 
PARANA RIVER BASIN - WITHOUT REFERENCE TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
OR ITS AGENCIES. 

4. DEPARTMENT ALREADY HAS ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTATION; 

NOTHING FURTHER WILL BE ISSUED BY ECLA. AS TO MEETING STRUCTURE 
THE NUMBER, COMPOSITION AND SUBJECTS FOR WORKING GROUPS TO BE 
HELD BETWEEN PLENARY SESSIONS WILL BE DECIDED BY THE DELEGATES 
AT THE FIRST MEETING OF THE WHOLE. IN FACT, SECRETARIAT 
ANTICIPATES THE MOST DISCUSSION WILL PROBABLY TAKE PLACE IN 
THE PLENARY SESSIONS. ONLY TWO POSSIBLE WORKING GROUPS ARE 
FORESEEN AT THE MOMENT: A TECHNICAL COOPERATION GROUP TO 
DISCUSS POTENTIAL RESEARCH AND PLANNING PROJECTS AND ANOTHER 
GROUP TO DISCUSS THE MECHANISTIC AND PLANNING PROCEDURES TO 
FACILITATE SUBSEQUENT PROGRAMS. 

5. WHILE NOT PURPOSEFULLY DOWNPLAYING THE POTENTIAL IMPORTANCE 
OF CONFERENCE, ECLA DOES REPORT A DISAPPOINTING LEVEL OF 
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INTEREST ON THE PART OF COMMISSION MEMBERS. SO FAR, ONLY SIX 
LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES ARE EXPECTED TO SEND DELEGATIONS: 
MEXICO, COLOMBIA, VENEZUELA, ARGENTINA, CHILE AND BRAZIL. 
DELEGATIONS WILL PROBABLY BE COMPOSED OF NO MORE THAN TWO 
MEMBERS. OTHER COUNTRIES ARE EXPECTED TO PROVIDE REPRESENTATION 
FROM THEIR SANTIAGO EMBASSIES AS DELEGATES, WITH OR WITHOUT 
BRIEFS, OR AS OBSERVERS. 

6. A PRELIMINARY PRESENTATION ON THE FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACTION PLAN WILL NOT REPEAT NOT BE 
MADE AT THE CONFERENCE. IDB WILL, HOWEVER, OFFER AN INFORMATION 
MEMORANDUM ON POSSIBLE FINANCING, BUT THIS DOCUMENT WILL NOT 

BE FORMALLY CONSIDERED. REPORTEDLY NOT WANTING TO FACE FINANCIAL 
QUESTIONS AT THIS EARLY STAGE, WORLD BANK HAS DECLINED TO 
ATTEND CONFERENCE. ECLA SHARES DEPARTMENT VIEW THAT NEW YORK 
PAPER FOR THIRD SPECIAL SESSION WILL NOT BE READY IN TIME FOR 
SANTIAGO CONFERENCE. ECLA OFFICER PRINCIPALLY INVOLVED WITH 
THIS SUBJECT FURTHER VOLUNTEERED THAT NEW YORK PAPER WHEN 
FINALLY PRODUCED WILL LIKELY BE A BLAND, NON-COMMITTAL WORK OF 
LITTLE SUBSTANTIVE VALUE, GIVEN THE CURRENT RELUCTANCE OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS TO PREMATURELY SHOW THEIR 
HANDS IN A REGIONAL AND SECTORAL MATTER. 
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